The Association was formed to provide
understanding about the Vilage District form
of gavernment with the Mew Hampshire
State Legislature, the parent municpality
and even to residents in the Village Diskricts
themselves

The Mew Hampshire Association of Village
Districts was formed in December of 2000 to
address some of these issues. It was registered
with the, State of New Hampshire in 2001.

The major purpases of this Association as laid
aut in the bylaws of the organization are as
follows:

1. Promote the public’s understanding of
the ¥Village District form of government
in New Hampshire.

2. Act as a resource to facilitate communi-
cations and the exchange of information
among Village Districts within the State.

3. Promote legislation of general benefit
to Village Districts.
4, Provide programs and training which

will aid in the management of
Village Districts.

4. Foster relationships for positive
interaction and the sharing of resources
with other governmental entities.

Communications

The NHAVD is based in Concord, The Execulive
Board meets regutarly throughout the year. 11
hae sstablichad sommunications with the State
Legislature and the numerous State
Departments that affect Village Districts,

The Association has a web page accessible
through nhprimex.com

T get on the email list for meeting schedules and
anneuncerments, contact tmahon@nhprimex.com
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What are Village Diskricts?

Village Districts or precincts constitute a special:
ized form of municipal govemment. They are

limited purpose governmental nits that have
the same authority and powers that towns have

with respect to the purposes for which they
were formed.

Why are they formed?

The purposes for which Village Districts can be
formed are laid ouf in RSA 52. i

1. Extinguishing fires;

2. Lighting or sprinkling of trees;

3. The planting and care of shade and
omamental troes;

4. water supply and pmnﬂhn for domestic
and fire pl.llpusur

5. Construction and maintenance of sidewalks,
mialn dralng and common sewers;

6. Construction, operation and maintenance
of sewage and waste treatment plants;

7. Construction, maintenance and care of
‘paris or commans;

B. Maintenance of activities for recreational
pramaotion;

8. Construction or purchase and maintenance
of a municipal lighting plant;

10. Control of pollen, insects and pests;
11. Impoundment of water (dams);

12. Appeintment and employment of
watchmen and police;

13. Layout, acceptance, construction and
maintenance of roads;

14. Maintenance of ambulance services

RSA 525 an evolving stabute and several pur-
poses now incheded were not part of the original
statute. Control of paollen and insects was added
in 1957, sewage and waste treatment plants in
1261, dams and roads in 1975% and ambulance
services in 1977,

Village Districts fold annual meetings, elect
officers and approve budgets, appropriations
and resclutians in the same way that towns do.

Residents within some districts may pay anextra
property tax ko ﬁn.arru\thﬁlrnpmﬂrm Snime
districts, particularly water distriets, may be self
supporting in that the expenses of running the
district are covered entirely by charges for the
seervicess previded, These districts do not need to
feise taxes,

How are they formed?

WVillage Districts are formed by petition to the
Board of Selectmen or governing body of the
pareﬁ’tmunlﬂpaﬁly of 10 of more legal voters
residing within the proposed district” The petition
defines the physical-boundaries that will encom-
prass the District and the pUIpO&Es for which it is
being formed. The wotérs establish the district by
vote, name it and elect officersto run it

“’ﬂmﬂll!?

seattered throughout the State. Some districts
have been in existence for more than a
hendred years. One new district has been
formed in.each of the last three years.

_LIIHII“‘II Issucs

Initial sunveys to determine the need for an
Association of Vilage Districts clearly indicated
legisiative issues as the top priority. Because
Village Distretsare not widely onderstood,
legistation is frequently passed without an
assessment of the Impact on Willage Districts

\.":;:myﬂf’tﬁe mare important purposes of the

Association $ b ensure the best interests of

“theillage m;mm are presended through

the myriad of legislative changes that Mew

'Hampshire enacts each year. The Executive

Board moniters proposed legislation that is
likely to fmpact Village Districts, Association
members have testified at'numerous legisla-

‘Hive hearfngs There are also a number of
“existing laws that need tobe changed ta

benefit Village Districts, These range from the

oligibility of Vilage Districts for Highway Block

Girants, tax payment procedures from the
parent municipality, capital reserve fund man-
agement, voter checkists and zoning jssues.

Financial Mll-l'l-l!ﬂl'llﬂﬂ'

fresize, Village Districts range from & single strest
bor dozens-of square miles. In scope, they nif
the gamut from Mmajor water and waste waber
treatment faciltbies and fire.departments, to
maint=nance of street lights and-beaches. Annual
budgets range from a few hundred dolfars to
several million,

Where are they?

There are approximately 90 Village Districts in
the State of New Hampshire and they are

ILE Treeseryone’s best inlerest, particularly
the District taxpayers, that all Villaze
Bistricts be well managed \With GASE 34
likely toimpact all Districts in a major way,
the NHAVD Is working with the New
Hampshire Government Finance Officers
Association and the Mew Hampshire
Department of Revenue Administration

to develop management and budgeting
fraiming programs.



